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own plate, in January N än m ðᷣͤ 
7 \ deſign of {| 75 bliſbing, them But in à late | | 
7 journey to Eondon I took rben with me, aud DDE. 
: ñprenched them there; upon tuhich feveral 4, 
. my friends earneſtly preſs*d me to prinvhems, The frat, © - - 
them they thought might haus ſome good efett upon mens 5 
tempers,, ro c them-: and Tas the niorè di lling to yield IJ 
” EF: chem beanſs 1 apprehended any thing of Juch e tens 1 
dincy muſt be flecutiarly' ſeafonable' at thix rime, when „ 
ame men are Jo warm in-cenſuving Anil condemning theingn , 
| neighbours. As to this ſermon, I muſt requeſt the reader 4 


to peruſe it nr ſermon preac h d to N . people; fine? ; 
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fn 521 5 Been rely deliver d” 

„ Es Fr the defigs 

namely, to "repreſan me as a-Deiſt, and an enemy to re- 
wealed religion; tho I profe ſs moſt ſolemuly that I cannot 
gueſs the occaſion 1 have, given them, except it be that 1 
declare my ſelf an enemy 1 4 ery thing in religion which I 
can neither diſcover by the light of nature, nor can find re- 
vealed in my Bible. Whatever 775 can rom ei- 
ther thiſe, I gladly embr at ; * 91 Hope 4 nd thelbeſt 
; unde landing I have, and "neglect nb ) proper means in the 
ſearch. Tſhall beglad if that haſty, popular compoſure may 
be a means to ſatisfy any unreaſonably prejudiced againſt 
me, and ſuch as Tam, that I am as heartily deſtrous, as any 
of iy neighbours,” to preach Chriſt- as the buly. Redeemer 
and Saviour of ſinners. But if neither this, nor the inno- 
cence of my behaviour, can ſatisfy ſome prejudiced per- 
ſons, I pray Cod to forgive them, and am reſolu'd that 
_ by his help I will not ſuffer them 10 break in _ wa 4 ave 
and Pears I have in ous mind. is ths 8 


"+ 4 S SURE od FAY of am „ link 3 + | 
the treatment I ſhall now take ſome brief notice f; I 
mean what Mr. Bradbury has ſaid in the preface. to his 
Late ſermons. In t his, and another late performance of his, 
he. has not only loaded the majority of his brethren-in and 
about London with undeſer ved reproaches ; ; but has lile- 
wiſe thought fit to treat in the 9 5 injurious. manner ma- 
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3 of FOTO ant and u-; n 
_ the Diſſenters- + And i in ſuch company I can very 
eafily. bear. my ſhare of his wild and extravagant reſent=» 


ment. The. pretenee for bie anger againſt me is, that 
many who have born. the. charatter of. orthodox, h 
Ts Wer 


alſe 9 cite DC wen as: aſſerting. . a. ſubordination, 
in the Trinity. 2 tt do eight ph, from . 
and upon t W two. tft. only he makes. his Yemarks. 


ferſtis this. ec There i an order, .yea a ſubordination in 


«the perſon of the Trinity themſelves ; where the Son. 


© as to- his perſonality, may be ſaid to depend. on the, 
“ Father, being begotten of Folk 14 5 pre- 
tends this demon is delivered by me. naked aud un guard 
ed, disjointed, mut ilated, Lg be Mark now: 
his "wonderful reaſon. .. For the Doctor, "Jag. Be, after: 
thoſe 805 immediately adds; - But that is not 
* the ſubordination here aim'd at by Mr. Biddle, 


„but that which he under went by diſpenſationz, 


« 28 mediator, or which attends him i In reſpect of), 


© his human nature. Mr. Bradbury has. my thanks 
far. clearing the mutter. 7 aſſure him # did not mean 


that the Doctor as only for ſuch a ſubordinarion a 
Mr. Biddle aim d at, which would, baue been nothing. to 


my purpoſe, .. The ſentence, here: added the more convin- 


cingly. proves that the Doctor was for ſuch a ſubordina- , 


tion as I plead. for among the perſons. themſelves, euen 
anecedemiy to the Sam of God's becoming man. - Why, 


then ſhould my good friend. hſe his. tempef Hie adds 
aſſage of the Doctor r at ſome. diſtance, which, 
I ſuppoſe. he Gy 1 world ſo clear his meaning, as to re- 
fe. on my fincerity. Tis this : —= Our Saviour 
. ſaith, Ay. Father, is greater than I, Which he was. 
«and is in reſpect of that work of mediation Which 


he had undertaken; but Inequalitas ( inæqualitas] 


- * effi au zollit SE a eee natures. 


AY =? 


| 155 "He 


4-0 


YR p yy E x Ac GE. 


D 
* 
J 
A 4 
Vi 
. 
2? 


„ He that was lets than the Father, 86! to the 


rs fervant, 


«- work of medliation, being the Fat 


eis equal ro him as a Son, as God to be bieſſed 


for erer. Now ir ir manifeſt. that 8 
repreſent the Nye or as hotding n faul 


„ Weſt. Faquif p.738, o_ 4 4 upom the 
en I quote as an incu cy, thut they Hold byth' 


gentlen 
Afubordinat? perfons, lity of nature'; which 
1 . * . I kenvr it ; 


1M humbly conceFve is a contra, 
with "my friend to acrount foris. hang ; 


ANOTHER injury, * een W to che 


memory of rhis grear man, by the next quotation. 


In Mr. Pefrer's bock it ſtands thus: Tis faid that 


© God made the world by him, denotin ng ehe ſub=- 


«ordination of the Son to the Farher-. Aud if 
7 heſe are the Doctor“ 5 words, here i 17 the fury done to 
his memory; But hear what he ſays - But will not auy 


one be amazed to find that the whole' 8 in the 


Doctor's own work is this? * As *tis faid that 
“God made the world by him, denoting the 


4 ſfubordination of the Son to the Father; ſo 
85 alſo the Word is ſaid to make the world as a2 


© principal efpcient cauſe. Ir not my quotation ex- 


als? have T ſail om word that the Doctor has not | * 
| 


Doctor 1 ? or Mr. Bradbury, uh. wil” 


Who 'is it toes moſt injury to the Doctor mennry'; T'b 
| leaving out that Parr which manifeſtly diſcovers the 


needs be crous as to add it? If God me the 


world" by his Son, and that denotes. a ſuborttuation of 


the Son to thi Father, then Cod is the Princip! 
cient cauſe,” aud the' Son is a ſubordinate canſe ;' ov elſe 
I defire to be i *d how the Father's mithing' the 


worl4 1.9 him” does denote, NE to the BY 5 
uy | 


an equa T have ex 57700 7 rovided og. 


ſu - f * wot «al think we, now 
4 wonderful, dt t Salman But let us 
hear the v. ſe quotations. are juſt as true, 
as the inſinuation chat follows them Theſe 
= e men arp. Ios up, inſtead of the —4 
tures, for the * of . 00 8 


2 doxy.“ ; ; veel 


boy N D what is ; there CO? in __- inſonations. or 
rather afſertion ? Let Mr. Bradbury inform. us what is 
now made the ſtandard of truth and orthodoxy. Cer- 
| zaiuly, the Scriptures are not; for if men keep ever ſo 
cloſe to them, they. are notwithſtanding. condemm d as he- 
zerodox. If Mr. Bradbury. does not know that an ap. 
penal it frequently made to ſuch writers. inſtead. of wa 
| Scriptures, he ought however to give thoſe leave. to ſpe 
who kyow better. I requeſt him when. he is. at leiſure to 
peruſe. an inſtance I gave of. this nature, Weſt, Inquiſ. 
p. 112. which I ſhould have thought might have. been 4 
ſufficient apology. for ny ſpeaking as, 1 did; Ms cloſes 
at he has to ſay of Te. with this polite. and. manuerly 
paſſage : To ſuch 
ther leſs nor more than what the reader will find, 
Pſal, cxx. 2, 3, 4. T think tis pity hut that the words 
of the Plaimiſt hdd be ſer. down at longth; that the 
good breeding * cellent temper of the gentleman 
may be m none ft... They are theſe : Deliver my ſoul, 
O „ bag 1 and from a. deceitful 
tongue. go unto thee ? og what 
ſhall: be 8 unto thee, thou falſe- tongue ? 
; 5 arrows of the mighty, with coals of juni- 
: Tam not couſgious of. the leaſt deſen o miſrepro- 
Dr. Owen, or am man elſe, or of (miſapphying 
u Rate baut cited from them. But had I:really 
be * F any 1 of that ind. matbinks Me. en | 
| ury* 
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5 ties e have We the aſt Man 0 who Hould; re e 
me uith it. "For tis fo familiar with him to. 5 i 


4, rather _ than Seu e, | | 


Bradbury ig wel! pleaſed with 15 ta 
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(Hmonies merely heco ding to four 
ud the words of the Hol) Ghbſt 


are 55 5 perpetualh | 


-fonably. er he ſo oull fußt Caſt a "fone at ne, But , 


as he throws at random, tis no wonder he does 10 

execution. And certainly his invective vill, by all e- | 

qual judges be eſteem 4 neither the more manner ly. rar 

chriſtian, upon the account of | his ear in clothing 

it duith the words of of the Holy 855 15 55 7 doubt Mr. 
ent 


| 4 


0 37 um mn this * : at, FT” could „not rea- 


he 200 hut bern 


diſcover dof plays ae with the ore ds "of © Scripture ;. 5, where-| | j 


in he tis certainty admirable beyond 'all. the writers . and 


preachers of. the Ne. He had beſt, "therefore keep to. tha f 
only; for I am maten if he wil not find himſelf. much iz 


out 2 vey oY, 8 Pe. 1 APE fo 3 the true 9205 12 1 | 
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; 7 4 Mr i bf | amb 115 1 hl, 118 ill 
am thus rudely inſulted by one who expoſes the religion ill 
the bleſſed Jeſus at the ſame time. For why ſhould Tex 
pet better 1 ſage at His hands than what I ſee my 21 75 


p 
— 3f yin as 2 7 nee Se TEE Ea, r 


 Maiter hath met with from him? 1 queſtion. — . — | 
Celſus, Porphyry, Julian, or any of the-moſt ano 


enemies of Chriſtiaurty among je ws or Heathent, euer 
made more ſcandalous refletions upon our holy, religion, 
than this gentleman has done in theſe very Her mons. Let 


whether he writes-not like a perſon defigning. to favour the 


any one read what: he "ſays, pag. 397 40. and judel 
| 
Deiſts. The doctrines of the Goſpel are with him unacr| 


countable.; and the words 1 Sefipture which he ſets 
| ae 
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hun are all abſurdities to the reaſon of man. Nay 
'f +: ſays exprefly, That it | Chriſt's Atonement } deſtroys 
7, every natural idea we have of divine juſtice. Ma 
erer am thing like this heard from owe pretending him- 
a cbriſtian, and much more a minifter of the goſpel ? 
1e not all chriſtiun writers; and among | the - reſt 
 e- | Dr. Owen himſelf, endeavour a to ſhew how. agreeah e 
nur :e ſeripture-dofrine is to the notious\ we have of diving 
ing ice * Nay, and. does not the Scripture let uh kuow, 
. bt God ſet forth his Son to be 2 propitiation for 
1: {Wour fins, ro declare his righteouſneſs (or juſtice} 
ro. (that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that 
believes in Jeſus? How can am man fincerely believe 
#1 144 goſpel, who judges thus of the dofirine of it? 
5 What a being muſt My. Bradbury repreſent to himſelf, 
uber: he thinks of one who is deſtitute of every thing 
„which we include in the idea 'of juſtice? Aud cau 
bat revelation be from God which would thus repreſent 
im? Tou may as well Juppoſe that a revelation from 


God ſhould be defign'd to teach us there is no God. 
J am ſorry he goes on in the ſame ſtrain: I am 


f the ſame opinion with thoſe who deny the 
. fatisfation of Chriſt, chat tis an irrational 
„ doctrine: 7 mean, it could never have been found out 
am reaſon that is not divine, aud it cannot be 
Wo « received by any reaſon that is not Janttified. [ 
Found no more have believed it than they do, by 
© any thing that I could learn from the ſpirit of the 
© world ; bur we have the ſpirit that is of God, that we 
„ may know the things that are freely given us of God. 
: * Lay aſide the evidence of ſcripture, in the giving 


e of which holy men ſpake as they wers moved by the 
* Holy Ghoſt; and the doctrine is fo far from be- 
ing true, that it is ridiculous.” Can any thing be 
ore extravagant and blaſphemous than this rant? *Tis 

| Pye 4 a | 11 
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indeed true, we could never have known the - method i 
lation; becauſe. it wholly depended: upon the. wil 
and pleaſure of God, whether. any, or if any, what 
method ſhould be fixed upon: yet certainly uow the 
method God has taken, is ſet before US in the g0. : 
pel, it carries in it no abſurdities to the true rea- 
ſon of man; # deſtroys Not .o much as any one 4 
natural idea we have of divine juſtice; but is jo 
| proves it felf intirely to the reaſon of all who fairly if 
examine and judge of things. And will My. Bradbury 
be hardy enough to aſſert that every one who receives 
bis notion of ſatisfaftion, has the ſpirit of God, and 
has his reaſon ſanctiſied? Does he think it ſafe to l 
ſuch a ſtreſs upon the bare belief M any; particular no- 
tion in religion whatever it be? But I don't wonder 
that ſalvation ſhould be made ſo eaſy for men who i 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have quitted every natural idea 
of divine juſtice, and to have embraced a ridicu- 
lous . e as the ground of their hope of ſalva- 
tion. The Lord pity the ſouls of men, when they who 
| pretend 10 be preachers publiſh | ſuch things as theſe for ; 
goſpel. Such aſſertions deliver d under a pretence of an 
extraordinary zeal for truth, are moſt pernicious 10 
mens ſouls, as they tend to make them eaſy in a pre” 
ſumption of the goodnefs of their own. ſtate, while they 
are perhaps too like the God they repreſeut to them- 
ſelves, without any diſpoſition we include in the na- 
tural idea of juſtice. Ns 1 


I WAS the more willing to take uotice of that | 
gentleman's performance, that I might give the reader 
a cantion. Otherwiſe I had but little occaſion to ſay 
am thing upon my own account, there being nothing | 


A 


LO 


mate- 


ive himſelf about me. | 


L aterial, beſides: rudeneſs 2; and his own blunders, in 
is charge againſt me. I ſuppoſe he has already done 
his beſt; and therefore I flatter my ſelf that I ſhall 


A N0 occaſion of giving my readers any farther 
trouble about him, whatever trouble be may think fit to 
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he text which nextfollow, 
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| . 0 Wy noe 
7 HE words are in themſelves pretty. ny; „ 
4 not that 1 mond embers pan? ph, 2 1 
e meaning of tem: whatever is neceſſary 10 give , 
o them wi all-in us Þ go Song, * in the method. 1.pro- . 
ole; which 46 only to offer you ſome aleſul. —_ 4 
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lance, Ahich will be a fuller proof of this obſervation, 

than thereatment our bleſſed Saviour, the Son of God, 

| experienc'd While he was here on earth. Perfect inno- 

; cence and goodneſs met in him: he never did any evil, 

non was guile found in his mouth; his whole life was filled 

| ee ee he yielded a conſtant and perfect 
O 


edience to all the commands of God; and his carriage 


toward men was always not only intirely inoffenſive, but 

moſt kind, beneficent, and obliging; he went about do- 
ing good both to the bodies and ſouls of men; curing men 
; of all manfier of diſeaſes and infir mities, and giving them 
the. moſt wholeſomęland profitable inſtructions: and 
- yet he could not eſcape the cenſure and obloquy of thoſe 


among whom he lived. He: was deſpiſed and rejected off 


men, treated with all imaginable contempt and ſcorn, and 
endured the contradittian of ſinners againſt himſelf. Thro 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry Was he loaded with re. 
roach; and no ſooner did he ſhew himſelf to the world, 
but he encounter d the maligaity and fury of men. We 
a need not go ſo far as the tragical concluſion of his life, 
to ſearch for inſtances of this nature. Then indeed ig 
nominy, reproach, and ill uſage came upon him to the 
utmoſt degree: but all along, thro the courſe of his mini. 
try, how was he reviled in the bittereſt manner for the 
moſt uſeful works which he perform d! Thro Beelzebub, 
ſay they, the prince of devils, doth he caft out devil. 
- So that they repreſented: him as à conjurer, one that 
"aged" in compact with the devil, the great enemy 0 
mankind, while he was indefatigable in doing them the 
beſt offices. Nay they ſaid of him roundly, + that he 
was 4 Samaritan, and had a dleuil, John viii. - 48 
They made every thing to ſerve for an occaſion 0 
reproaching him. His family, his brethren and kin 
dred, the mean occupation of his reputed: father, ane 
-wherein he himſelf ſeems to have been for ſome time 
imploy d, are turn'd againſt him by way of. inſult: 
Is not this, ſay they, Jeſus the ſon of Joſeph, whoſe fathe 
and mot her we know? how is it then that he ſaith, I cam. 
"dawn from heaven'? John vi. 42. And again, 1s not thii 
the carpenter'? Mar. vi. 5. And gs not this the carpenter. 
fon? Is not his mother called Mary? and hyg brethren 
"Taimes; ind Joſes, and Simon, and Judas f/ And, 
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% N « 
= 


4152 


2 : | 1 FS ö 5 e 
in the world. Tis not poſſible to allege any in- 


r , e 


W 4 — 
6 ng 
"3 
"_ x 


( „ 


SGS fur 575 T ot 


2. OL 
= . 


e 


13, 1 15 16. 


— 
N > 


Match, ili. 55, 355 


"THUS. the place a ut ; educa dab abode is 
wil Fa igt hin ee teprosch: -; 
— alen e 
matters, as tl Fg born in 
that the prop ch, Xa 
birth of the N gh 


Bat dk his, parents Wer 55 t] 5715 
to their being tax d, by 
accompliſh do ſo 1129 Was ene the 
reſidence where he was dos ; 
that was N eth in Galilee. * 
ed and as 0 5 09s 1 Jey0oN 


pe, and he was — e 2 8 5 mts 5 
en born ig G. 


but ſince the proph cy "concerning ie, dA 
Meſſiah was to beyho!; Ny 1 7075 90 8 1 0 
it ought not to have be | 


phariſees, that he after war 

they might have.caluly. obſerve ha tt 

tainly true of at lea two gf & 18 ous þ roph 

their nation, Elijah and Fl Nox indeed — a 

for them to diſcover. from, the. 155 wo Deer th that 158 5 
Ly: | 


Meſſiah, when he came, N d and preac 

Galilee, To which purpoſe we the ade 0 "I 5 

Chap. ix. I, 2. hy Does by: the Evangeliſt, Marth. Iv. 
2 W 51 onſonant it was. to 

their own. prophecies, hi being ſo much in Galeles is 

made an objection, a 1 8 85 * is enemies 1 


there was much of My, and. ſharpneſs in that A jon, 85 NF 
Art thou al ſo o Galilee? As tho they.had laid: 


: Canſt „ 
& thou be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, N any one who comes "9 


4 out of Galilee, can deſerve to be regarded as a prophet 1 
ee Canſt thou be content to be reckon'd a diſciple of one 5 4 
= &. e Feser 805 be a 8 tho he 1 out 1] 1 | 2 
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40 Galle? ber of our e, ling and 
presching moch in Galilee, he might withour any im. 
pes piety be calld a Ga{iegn : but the country paſſing 

| + &iferacefi1"thirifer, his enemies gave him, 
4 5 is followers for his ke, this name in a Way of re“ 
. Worm 85 mo raph with 8 — xiv. 

n thou art a Galilean 

17 hg 1 e This was the name w tel 
wg the 4poſtate, 'rifed familiatly to 
efv@ Kim, ealling rw Win way of derifion, the Galileat's 
afd ChlHiags in ine be he Uſed t0Jeoff at uncker 
the titke of Galilenmr. bY e Of £5 014: 0 (00008 
AN as Galilee in general wis tetkön d 4 re Peach: to 
ut Saviour, fo Was that particular eity in it wherein he 
| 8 namely uz areti. Jeſus of Narurerh, however 
wed” to diſtinguiſn our Saviour from all other” per- 
575 Au therefore is à name uſed by his friends and 
rs, yet by His enemies was it given him by way 
of te oath” "Add to-this purpoſe 1 think that paſſage is 
beſt iexpoutded, Math. I. 23. ur 2 —— and dwelt 
n city called Nazareth, that it ni 35 A! fulfilled which 
was 2 8 by the prop bert, He ſhall ed a Nazarene; 
lol into all the prophecies of the old Teſta- 
pb you will not find in Wehr any ſuch expreſſion a8 
this uſed concerning the Meſſiah Who 25 to come. 
Nor does the Evangeliſt ſeem to quote any one partieu- 
lar prophet, or 1 prophetical « on; but to refer 
| ro the peneral ſenſe 75 the prophets, Who ſpake before 
of the coming of tilt : and lerer e he does not/fay, 
-#-2 might be fufil!td wich mas Jpoken by the PRG 
"HET, as *tis ordi ary; when the words — —5 parti- 
cular prophet are cited; but, That it be fulfilled ve 
which was ſpoken by the PROP HET 8. Fon this I take N cc 
to be the meaning, That all the prophets „ lad foretold, t 
that the Mefliah hen he came ſhould be treated with tc 
ignominy, reproach, and contempt; and in order to if of 
the fulfilment of What they ſaid, God ſo order ' d it in w 
his providence, that Chriſt ſhonld haye his ordinary-refi- ¶ m 

dente at Nazareth, à contemptible city in a deſpiſed 
country, in Salle, that he micht be Conte prapatly ſe 
| calied a Nazarene.” lo 
YOU may ſee by what we have in hy text, that the tr 
prevailing and common opinion of the place was ſo yc 


mean, That they could not ealily be perſuaded that wy 
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good thing eould come out of it. Can there any good 
thing come aut of Nazareth? Now a nothing was more 
agreeable than to give a deſpiſed and hated name toa I 
deſpiſed and hated per ſon; and hence they give him — 
the name of Jeſus af Nazareth, or Jeſus the Nat areneʒ 1 
and ſo his diſciples are reproachiully term'd, The act g 
5 


9 
* 5 


KA 


the Nazarenes, AF. Xxiv. 5. Ain 6 N GY line 

IE we calmhy and ſedately examine the reaſon of 
things, the place of any per ſon's abode can't be a juſt 
matter of reprosch. N good man may live in any ait 
et climate ; and à judgment is to be ſormed of per 
ſons by quite different things. Tis really an evidence 
of a mean and low genius, nay I thinle I may es & 
baſe and ſordid ſpirit, when men will oppoſe ſach as 
they do not like, not by ſtrength of argument, but 
by reproachful and diſgraceful names and titles. Why, 
I pray, might not an inhabitant af Nareth be as 85 
good a man, as an inhabitant of Jerzſalem? Was all 

virtue and goodneſs ſhut up in Jeruſalem ? and all wick - 

edneſs excluded from it? Could there be no ſaints but 

in one place of the avorld ? and muſt they all be ſaints 

who lived there? Why then ſhould Chriſt and his dic 
ciples be thus reproachfully called Nazarenes? Truly 

the reaſon ſeems plainly to have been this, That their 
enemies wanted ſome what to object, that ſhould be 2 

matter of real diſgrace; and therefore they endeavour d 

to do that by an odious name, which they were not 

able to do any other way: for x Nazarene was à ferm 
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of reproach then, juſt as an Arian; is n us 142 93980 
THERE is naturally in men a tenderneſs for ſelf : 

mens intereſt, reputation, and partichlat opinions are 174 

very dear to them; and the greater degree of inn. 

cence there is in thoſe; who happen not to fall in with 

them in any of theſe reſpects, the more are they touch d 

to the quick; and therefore When they ſee a neceſſity 

of oppoſing ſuch one way or another, and find no other 

way of attacking them, they fall upon them in ſach a 

mean and childiſi manner, rather than none at all. 
THERE is a good ule: may be made of this ob- 

ſervation. Vou, my brethren, are the diſeiples and fol- 

lowers of the bleſſed: Jeſus, ' who met with «this We 2» 

treatment while he was here in the world: and can 1 | 

you wonder if you do your ſelves meet with 744 „„ 
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they. have done theſe things in a green tree, what may it 


be ſufficient to ſecure you? No certainly. Confider him 


reproachd 
| | | | I 143 FU 
IIS obſervable, as I hinted before, dat however 


And diſciple of Chriſt, calls him Jeſus of Nazareth, ver. 
45. and the like is to be met with in other places. Let 


very great and dangerous miſtake. 


5, 
— 
** 
, 


8 \ | | ” 3 , 
Should the diſciple be above his maſter ? or the ſervant" a. 
hour his lord ? Is it not enough for the diſciple that he be 
as hit maſter, and the ſervant af his lord? If they have 
calld the maſter of 'the houſe Beelzebub, hom much more 
may they call them of his houſbold? Matth. x. 24, 25. If 


be expected they will do in the drÿ? If his perfect inno- 
cence and holineſs would not — rom ſuch re- 
proaches and contradiction of ſinners, can you flatter 
your ſelves that your very defective ſanctification will 


therefore who endured ſuch contradittion of ſinners againſt 
himfelf, left ye be wearied and faint in your minds: Heb, 
xii. 3. Tis your honour to be like him; and if you art 

or: bis ſake, happy are yon ; for the ſpirit of 
glory and e God reſteth upon you, 1 Pet. iv. 14. 1 * 


this name was given Chriſt by way of reproach, yet his 
diſciples did not ſeruple to uſe it themſelves, as it ſer- 
ved to ſpecify and diſtinguiſn the perſon in whom they 
placed their hopes; and therefore you ſee Philip, a friend 
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men give us what name they pleaſe,” and reckon us of 
what ſect they will, ſo long as that is all the oppoſition 
that is made againſt us, and we ean truly ſay our doc- 
trine and wor ſhip is witneſſed to by the apoſtles and 
prophets, let us glory in it, that after that way which 
they call a hereſy Cor a ſect] ſo we worſhip our God. 


Oh. II. A TRULY: honeſt and good man may be 
involved in a common prejudice: and miſtake. Natha. 
nael was certainly ſuch an one; you have our Saviour Pr 
'own'teſtimony for it, in the next verſe to the text: for ce 
when he ſaw him coming to him, he ſaid of him, Behold «5 
an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no guile. And yet tis 0: 


evident he was led away with the common opinion de 


at that time, and that opinion I may well ſay was . W. 


- 


>-CER TAITNLY no miſtake can be more dangerous 8 th, 


than for perſons not to believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt Xx 


and yet as this truth was but then beginning to be made in 
manifeſt, we have here a god man who had not had re 
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be law are curſed: 1 ſay, even thel 
famous for their skill and wiſdom 


and was, to ſubdue all the enemies of 
wers that hin- 
bliſhing them all 


5 # # 


nll death prove ſo. ſhocking to, his followers, that . they 
clude. | been miſtaken in ta- 
Chriſt. Me truſted, ſay two of them, 


a . 


Se N 
uim chat queſtion, A. i. 6. Lord, wile thou at this tim 
veſtore again the Jingdom to Iſtae ? 
It can therefore be no wonder that at this time N. 
thanael ſhomd de hamper'd with the fame prejudice 
tho he was an Iitaclite indeed, in whom was no guile. He 
had not had the means whereby he might be inform'd 
he had never ſeen, or been with Jeſus; and the plac 
from whente Philip here tells him he came, pass d unde! 
0 bad a character, according to the notions which then 
_ prevailed; and he had himfelf all along imbibed, that 
we canndt wonder he ſhould be averſe to the be 
lieying that Jeſus of Nzzareth could be the prophet, tha 
"was Jpoken re in the lam, and * W. 
Let me make two reflections before I leave this obſer 
1. Chriſt expects from men according to what the 
have, and not according to what they have not; Wher: 
men have means every way ſufficient for. their infor 
mation, he looks for an anſwerable improvement: but 
where they have them not, he makes all due allowances 
Our Saviour as well knew what Nathanael had ſaid 2 
eve his being the Chriſt, as he did what h 
had been doing ander the fig-tree: he had as well heard o 
mim making a frivolous obje&ion in the one caſe, 'as f 
Had feen him acting the part of a fincere Jſaelire in the ti 
-other: and yet knowing, that he was only miſtakenſ f 
for want of information, he does not condemn him fe 
Bu Mildres him an Iſraelite indeed, in whom was li 
EW AS in 2 very different ihabnet ke ereared the] © 
- VWeribes and phariſees, who had heard his doctrine, andi th 
een his miracles. He knew their prejudices were owl 
ing to their obſtinate and implacable hatred of him; and he 
therefore he never eee the leaſt commendation 
for their ſincerity, dat charges them home with their as 
Hy pocriſy; telling them plainly they had not the love 0 
God in them, that they believed not him whom the 
«Father had ſent, and that if they believed not that he 
was the Meffah they fhontd die in their fins, Cr. 
THIS may be a comfort to fincere and uptightW., 
Fouls, who unfeignedly endeavour to know and do the; .1 
wilt of God. If they have not really had the advanWc,, 
cages which others have enjoy'd; yet if they have been 
Ailigent to improve theſe Which have been wy 
ERS ® | : | 8 1 em, 
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| on John 15 46. . — -9 | 
chem, Chriſt will accept of leſs from them than from 
others. The involuntary miſtakes, Which we may have 
fallen into, While we have ſincerely endeavour'd to diſ- 
cover and conform our ſelves to the divine will, while 
we have not been wanting in a; carefal reading of the 
holy Scr iptures, and in fervent prayer to God; I fay, 
ſuch kind of miſtakes, even in matters of conſiderable 
moment, ſhall not be imputed to us by a kiad and gra- 
cious redeemer. And th. efore, 315008 eee 
2. T HAS ſhould teach us not toche haſty ia judging 
others, and cenſuring them for not ſeeing the ſame; that 
we do. There are many things which may diſſuade us 
from this: Chriſt: has moſt expreſſy forbidden it; we 
invade an office that does not belong te us, when we 
are bold in this matter; we are fallible ereatures, and 


may perhaps be our ſelves in the wrong in that ver7 


doctrine, about which we cen ſure out brethren for differ - 
ing from us. But let it be ſuppos' d that we, our ſelves 
are in the right, and our neighbours in the wrong z yet 
the judging perſons for theit miſtake is à very nice af- 
ner and requires 4 skill much beyond ours to meddle 
With it, m: M bslimong. n d 

I DESIRE to be underſtood to ſpeak only of matters 


W of opinion, and not of practice. We may ſafely ſay of 


ſuch as live a notoriouſly wicked and ungodly life, that 
they cannot inherit the kingdom of God, without a 
thro repentance, becauſe the Scripture: has eren 
ſerted the ſame; but in matters of opinion t | 
ſo many atlowances to be made, many: times for the 
ſtrength of early prejudices, and the want of advantages 
for being better inform'd, that tis the hardeſt thing in 
the world for us to ſay, upon good grounds, that a per- 
"_ miſtake: is inconfiſtent with the Gacerity of his 
aeart. : 3 I 3 p WG 5s | ens Hr ITC ors 
LET us put the caſe, that Philip, who was convinced, 
as you ſee, that Jeſas of -Natarerh was the promiſed 
Meſſiah, that he, I ay, had been of the temper which 
is ſo common and ordinary in our day; how would he 
have judg'd Navhanael to be a perverſe hypocrite, or a 


forlorn heretie, becauſe he did not believe this great 


point, which is indeed a fundamental of the Chriſtian 
religion, and which no man, having the evidence laid be- 


ſore him, can deny without the utmoſt hazard of his 


ſoul? And yet ſuch a judgment would have been very 
; : h | 6 | | Wrong 5 
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® in whom was no guile. Thus, my brethren, we may 
3 imagine things are very plain to us, and it may be we 


| | 1 . 8 3%” 2224 ; { 
to him Who can judge the heart, to determine concern- 
4 ing them, whether they are not as ſincere as our ſelves } | 
in ſeeking and ſearching after truꝶ t. HF; 
JJC %%% 2060 15G: v1 { 
1 00% HII. THAT may be a fundamental article of 
| Faith to one man, which may not be ſo. to another. 
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_ ference to him, even as ſoon as he had the means of it 

| conviction and ſatisfaction afforded him: and ſo that } , 
5 vhich was not a fundamental when Philip talk'd with I} , 
bim, preſently became ſo when he was with Chriſt. 0 
1 OT HING can be properly and ſtrictly a funda- 
mental, but what is plainly revealed; and therefore 1 
make no doubt that may be ſo to one man, that is not 

ſo to another; and that may be ſo at one time to the 
ſame man, that was not ſo a little before, and that too, 

even ſuppoſing the truth has been in general reveal'd or 
publiſn d. Let me inſtance in a plain fundamental of 

the chriſtian religion, the reſurrection of our Lord Je- 

Jus Chriſt: mens ſalvation is now laid upon the bali 

ere 5 ego Oe We, | 1 | 0 
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of this; but can we ſay that it always was fo; ever ſince it 
was firſt plainly revealed? I think it evident we cannot. // 
Our Saviour had expreſly revealed this hefore his death, 
and ſo — faid that the third day he ſhould riſe again 
from the dead, that his crucifiers were apprehenſive. of 

it, and did what they could to prevent it, Here then 
was a plain revelation, and yet you find the apoſtles 
themſelves: believed it not; nay, when they were aſter- 


wards told that it was true in fact, they believed it not, 


but the report of it ſcem d to them as idle Tales, Luk. 
xxiv. 11. But we do not think they were then in 
a ſtate of damnation upon this account: we allow a 
vaſt difference between the revelation that was made 
by our Saviour in his prediction, and that which was 
made by the actual accompliſnment, when they them- 
ſelves became eye · witneſſes of it.. 


IN like manner, what may be x fundamental with 


reference to us Proteſtants, ho by the good providence 
of God have the free uſe of our Bibles, for ought I łEno.. 
might not be ſo to our anceſtors before the Reform 
tion, when the Bible was lock d up from them, and they 
had not the advantage of ſuch a free ſearch and inquiry 
as we have, but were bred up in groſs ignorance and 
thick popiſh darkneſs. A man that carefully reads his 
Bible, would be apt to think that to be as plain a funda- 
mental of the Chriſtian religion, as any other; that as 
there is but one God, ſo there is but one mediator be · 
tween God and man: and yet hard would it be for us 
who could not be ſaved, if, having the light we have, 
we admitted of any other mediator, or endeavour- 
ed to come to God by any other; I ſay, hard would 
it be for us poſitively to aſſert that this was always ſo 
abſolutely fundamental, as that none could be ſaved, 
who in the times of popiſhdarkne(s; thro miſtake, join d 
other mediators with Chriſt: n £5007, 1997) 


THUS then I think we are to conſider and ſtate 


this matter: Whatever is a fundamental muſt not only 
be a truth, and revealed by God; but it muſt be a truth 
ſo far revealed to the perſon to whom tis ſuppos d to be 
a fundamental, as that he is utterly inexcuſable, and 


can't poſſibly be ſincere in his not ſeeing it. But in this 
-no man ſhould be forward to judge another; the judg- 


ment ſhould rather be left to God, and every man's own 
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= . 14 | TOM wo 
SIE me leave to-fay on this otenfion that there 

d aaaʒre ſome truths clear and plain enough in the Bible, ſo 
that a man who perceives them would think, he that 
1 runs may read them; and yet the art and ſophiſtry of 
men has ſo darken'd them with ſtrange and unaccounta- 
: ble glaſſes, that I make no doubt many ſincere and up- 
right fouls may mils of difeerning, them; and without 
queſtion, : à good and merciful God will make all due 
allowances for fuck a came. 
IJ HIS therefore, according to what Lurged under 

the former obſervation, ſhoald be a caution againſt raſh 
and haſty judging in ſuch caſes. And pray, my. bre- 


| 
| thren, take me right: I don't ſpeak this for the direc- 
Wo tion of athers, with-reference to you, (I am not now 
„ ijnſtructing them, as they do not hear me) but I ſpeak it 
| for your direction. If you think you apprehend the truth 
better than they do, meddle not with their ſincerity, 
judge not them for differing in opinion from you: they 
may be ſincere, tho they do not perceive the truth, ſup- 
poſing ou are not miſtaken in your perſuaſion what is 
%%% tet ci be WH ß ĩͤ 


% h- / ⁵— Bp is 2 RR JJJJFTTFC dr 6h Do 
00h, IV. GOD will. take care to bring fincere · If 
raelites out of ſuch their errors and miſtakes, as it would 
. be deſtructive and ruinaus to them to continue in. The 
5 : abſervation is, I think, fair from the account we here 
= have of Nathauael He did not believe that Jeſus of 
1 Nuxareth was the Chriſt. Such an error as this he could 
not have continued in without ruin; for unleſs he be- 
lieved this, when the thing came to be more notoriouſly 
publiſh'd and eonfirm'd, he muſt, with the ſcribes and 
phariſees, have died in his fins. But notwithſtanding his 
unbelief in this point upon the teſtimony of Philip, be- 
ing an Ifratlite indeed, in whom was no guile, our Sa- 
viour took a particular care to convince him of his er- 
; ror, which was an error of great importance, and would | 
a afterward have been of the greateſt poſſible; he took 
care to bring him to a belief and acknowledgment of the 
contrary truth. You may here obſerve too, how kindly | 
= he applies himſelf to him, in order to his conviction: he | 
=. does not uſe ſevere and rough methods with him; 
-- he does not reproach and upbraid bim with his not 
pPelieving a truth of ſo great importance; but he! 
3 Fegins with a commendation of his lincerity, W f 
> . 5 genre 


} 


Iſrzelite indeed,” in whom ir uo guide. Nathangel wa 


WE need not wonder, that men who are truly fin- 


beſide: that, great is the regard which we are aſſured 


and a ſecurity they have by his promiſes; whereby h 


our ſpeaks of this as the belt way to be ſtcure of the di- 
vine conduct, John vii. 17. F any man will do his will, 


whether ¶ ſpeak of my ſelf. Many aſſuranees we have ia 
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* 
conſcieus of his own fincerity, and therefore could nor 

but wonder that Jeſas ſhauld have fuck a knowledge of 
him, who had never ſeen him befart. He did not be 
lieve that he was the true Me ſfſiah, and was not ” 
henſwwe that ke was able to fre inte bis heart, and ta 
know the diſpoſition thereof; and therefore he fays to 
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ſpake as he did to Nathanael with a deſign to draw this 


queſtion from him, that ſo he might ſatisfy him by his 3 
anſwer, that he weas indeed that prophet. And by his 
anſwer he lets him know, that he was well acquainted YET. 
with a ſeeret tranſaction, which Nat hanael could not 

but well remember, wherein he hed been acting the 

part of an /{-aelite indeed: Jeſus anſmer'd, and ſaid unto 


him, Before that Philip cabed thee, ben thau maſt under. 


the fig-tree, I ſaw thee. And by this means a conviction - 8 
was effectually wrought, ver. 40. Nathanael answered, I 


and ſaith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Sen of God, then 


art the King of Iſrae. 


cere ſhauld be thus ſaſe and ſecure, with reference to all 1 
really deſtructive and damning errors and miſta kes. | 
Their own happy diſpoſition lays them open to convic- 

tion, and facilitates the entranee of truth into their 

minds. Sincerity beſpeaks the mind to he free from 

ſuch mean deſires, haſe intèreſts and deſigns, as do cor. 


ropt, and, I may ſays bribe as it were the will, and 


make a perſon unwilling to pereeive things any other- 

wiſe than as he would have them be, But where a per- 

ſon is ſincere, he has no other intereſt, at heart, but to 

diſcover the truth; and he who is ſo impartial, is moſt | 
likely to give it a ready reception, and to recover him * : 
ſelf out of any conſiderable miſtakes he may have fallen 1 
into, whenever proper evidence is laid before him. And : 


God bears to ſuch, and the concern he has for them, 
has ingaged himſelf. to lead and guide them, Our Sa vi- 


be ſhall Ino of 'the doftrine, whether ir be of God, er 


me 
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” ne 
the Scripture of ſuch perſons being under a ſpecial bleſ- 
ſing and direction from God. The meek will he guide 
in judgment and the meek will he teach his way. A. 
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto ſuch . as 


keep his covenant, and his teſtimonies.” What man is he 


that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach in the may 


miſtakes. 


my 


tageous to us? How liable are ſu 


that he ſhall chuſe. The ſecret of the Lord is with them 


that fear him, and he will ſew them his covenant.” PT, xxv. 


9, 10, 12, 74. And fince upright and ſincere men are 
aſſured of an happy end, it muſt be ſuppoſed that they 
are aſſured of ſuch a guidance as is neceſſary in order to 
the attaining it; and conſequently they muſt be ſecure, 
that a good and faithful God will not leave them in 


deſtructive and damning miſtakes. Pſal. xxxvii. 37: 
Mark the perfelt man, and behold the upright © for the 


end of that man 4 peace. But this can't be true, but 
the end of ſuch may be miſery and woe to the utmoſt 
degree, if they can't depend upon God, that he will aſ- 


ſiſt them in their ſincere eee lead them into all 
r 


neceſſary truth, and preſerve them from all deſtructive 
þ & . Sg th 5s os „ 5 1 * — * 8 
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I HIS obſervation may, I think, very well ſerve, 

1. TO recommend ſincerity, as moſt worthy "oy 

purſued by all. If we are, like Nathanael, Iſraelites 
indeed, in whom is no guile, we are then ſecure of the 
divine conduct. And can any thing be more advan- 
Ut cb weak and ſhort - 

fighted creatures to err and miſtake! Muſt it not then 
be a great happineſs to be ſecured, that tho we ſhould 
miſtake, it ſhall not be fo as to hazard our eternal ſal- 
vation? This is the caſe of thoſe that are ſincere: and 


this ſhould: | vicken us all in uſing our utmoſt endea- 
vours to be ſuch, and to become more and more fo, 


to purge out more and more the remains there may 
be in us of guile and hypocri x. 99 MD. 
2. THIS may ſerve to make ſuch eaſy and peace - 

able in their own minds, whoſe conſciences bear wit- 
neſs to their ſincerity. If your hearts do not conde mn you 


in this reſpet, then may you well have confidence to- 
' wards God, 1 John iv, 21. If you know that you are 


fincerely willing to know and do the will of God, 
that in order hereunto you have been lifting T holy 
hands to God, made this the matter of your fervent 
WL. . b 5 prayers 
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in the caſe of Nathanael. 
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prayer; that God would lead you into all ſaving truth, ; 
and have ſet your ſelves with all impartiality and di- 
ligence to ſearch aſter the truth, as it is in Jeſus; ſo 


that you can ſay, if we are miſtaken; tis not owing to 


any ſlothful indifference to truth, to an unwillingneſs to 
ſearch after it, or diſcover it, leſt it ſhould make us un- 
eaſy in any of the courſes we take; I ſay, if you know 
this concerning your ſelves, diſtruſt not the goodneſs 
and faithfulneſs of God, the kindneſs and compaſſion of 
your redeemer toward you; depend upon it, that you 
ſhall be led into all neceſſary and ſaving truth. And 
therefore be not moved with the raſh cenſures of men: 
they may wound themſelves, but they can't hart you 
by their hard. 9 The holy Scripture pronounces 
your courſe to be ſafe,” Prov. x. g. He that wal eth up- 
rightly,” walketh ſurely: and you may reſt ſatisfied in 
that determination, let who will differ from it, 


Ol, v. GREAT good may ſometimes be found, 


where tis little expected and look'd for. Thus it was 
Fou may eaſily imagine 
he had but little expectation of advantage, when he 
was coming to ſee 7 Nazartth, ſince he came 
under the power of ſuch a prejudice,” that no good 
thing could, or however that it was at leaſt very 
unlikely that any good thing ſhould come out of N 
zareth: and yet what greater good could he meet 
with, than what he actually found? He found the 
Meſfiah, he found a faviour, where he had no ſuch ex- 
pectation. JJC ͤ T DF = 
THUS is it ſometimes order'd by the providence of 
God on other occaſions. Men come to ſee and hear 
out of mere curioſity, without the leaſt thought of re- 
ceiving any advantage, nay, it may be, to laugh and 
ſcoff at the preacher ànd his doctrine; and they are 


ſurpriz d by God's preventing goodneſs and mercy: 


they come with levity of ſpirit; and are ſent away 
with a full, a ſorrowful, and broken heart: they come 
to divert themſelves; and God makes them (ſuch is 
the freeneſs and riches. of his grace) in good ſadneſs 
to lay to heart their need of a ſaviour, and draus them 
to him: and thus they meet with what they little 
thought of or expected. Would to God this might 5 
JJ 8 the 
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tte happy effect of the curiolity of ſome who come 

g er prejudice among us. I am confident, whatever 
the repre ſentations are, which a re made of us, we have 

no other deſign than hat Philip had upon Narbanad, 
And what every faithful miniſter mult have upon thoſe f. 
be preaches to, to bring ther co Chriſt, that they e 
may have him for their viour. And may that God, Ml, 
who alone can draw men to his Son, ſay Amen to dur Wa! 


} | endeavours, that we may be indeed ſucceſsful in promo - ti 
JJ n ͤ ttt 3% HOY 


Oh VI. THE way to know the certainty of things, 
is to make trial of them: Come and fee. This was 
beſt advice that could poſſibly be.given. Nur hanael was 
in doubt, and could not eaſily ſuppoſe that any good 
thing could come out of Nazareth. Well, let it be ever 
, fo unlikely, and tho you have no expectation, yet 
"a come and ſee; examine, ſearch, and try; and judge 
not before you have done ſo. Was it not wiſdom in 
J Pͤ!bilip to give this counſel? and was it not prudence in 
5 Muathanael to take it? Had he given way to his pre- 
judices, had he been awed by = deference to eccleſiafti- 
cal rulers, and, for fear of offending them, refuſed ſo 
| much as to come, he had miifs'd of the greateſt fati(- 
. faction he could deſire on earth, even the ſeeing the Lord's 
Z _ Chriſt, Tho he had a ſtrong prejudice, yet he could 
not but ſee that ſuch pretences as our Saviour made, de. 
ſerved to be look'd into, and carefully examin'd. And 
this is a rule which we may ſafely give with reference 
to all points of doctrine, and more eſpecially where ho- 
neſt men offer any thing to the world: Prove all things: 
Hol d faft that which is good, 1 Theſſ. v. 21. They that 
diſtruſt the force and evidence of truth, or the good- 
nels of the canſe they would maintain, may propoſe a b 
different rule, and tell you, that you ſhould prove no- 
thing, but hold faſt what fallible men have taught you, 
A muſt own, I know no principle of my religion that 
will not bear a ſtri& examination, and thro -inqui- 
ry; and therefore my buſineſs ſhall always be to appeal 
to the underſtandings and conſciences of men. You 
hear how we are reviled, ſlander'd, and abuſed. Ac- 
cording to the general vogue, nothing good is to be ex- 


pected from us: would you know whether our print 
22 „ 
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Come and ſes zu ſee With your own eyes, 
your ſelves ; and take not th i 
from thoſe vio are afraid to ſee 


fore reſolye never to look into matters, but fit dowh 
fathe Come 


* * ö * 


OVH. .E VERY one Who is a true diſeiple of 


, 


law, and the prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth, the 
on of Joſeph.” And when Nathanael could not eaſily 
come into ſuch a, betfef; becauſe of the place from 
whence Jeſũs ce hi goes not preſently give over, 
but preſſes hint td come and ſee, In like manner, no 
ſooner had our Saviour convinced the Woman of Sama- 
ris that he was the Chriſt, but ſhe was deſirous of 
bringing others under the ſame conviction, and there- 
fore haſtens to "her neighbours, and calls upon them: 
Come, ſee a man which told me all things that ever I did: 
i not this the Chriſt ? Johm iv. 29. Both a regard to the 
honour of our Redeemer, and a concern for the ſalvation 
of mens ſouls, ſhould ingage us to do what we can to 
bring men to the true knowledge of Chriſt, and an un- 
feigned ſubjection to him. And as we profeſs our ſelves. 
the diſciples and followers of Chriſt, let us make this 
dur aim and endeavour, and ſo evidence our ſelves to be 
ncere in our profeſſion. We may put men upon conſi- 
der ing and weighing the proofs of his doctrine, the excel- 
ency of his deſign, the greatneſs of his love, his ability - 


to help and ſave us, which may be great inducements to 


them to ſubmit to him. But to cloſe all, there is one way, 
hich we ſhould each of us 1 to recommend him _ 
ths h | | is 
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his religion to others; and that is, by endeavouring tb 
live up to the rales he has given us. When, we are cir- 
cumſpect and unblamable, meek and 7 this re. 
daounds to the honour” of our great Lord. And the 
àpoſtle's prayer for the Theſſalonians, 2 Theſſ: 1. 11, 12 


4 
ee 


We ſhould make our own, for our ſelyes and one any 
her and with that I conclude : - Whepefore alſo we pri 
lay for g thi our God would coat you worry 

this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure his gooaneſs, 
and the work of faith with power + that the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in hin, 

 _ according to the grace of our God, and the Lord Jeſu 
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| 0 unſpeakably great are the things which, 
s Chriſt has done for us, and the obligations f 
C which he has thereby laid us under to him... © - 
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a concern for his honour and glory. The 
2 apoſtles are an excellent example to us 

herein, as they always diſcover'd. a particular ſenſe of 

is love, and zeal for his honour in the world: and we 

muſt be very unworthy of the name of Chriſtians, 
ſhould we not in ſome meaſure reſemble them in their : 
emper, and moſt earneſtly deſire in all things to exalt 5 
and magnify him. Thus we ſee St. Paul behaved him- 

lf, when the Corinthians were divided about their | 
eachers, one crying up one, and another another, and 
ere ready to denominate themſelves from the particu n 
ar tea chers to whom they adhered. He calls them ta 55 
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Wn ASERMOW. w 
. conſider the one maſter to whom they belong'd, and 
'whole diſciples they were, and that miniſters were to 
be look d upon as only acting under him, and that their 


bhſineſs was to direct men to Chriſt. 
of hitnſelf, and thoſe 8 'd in the fame office, as 
labourers together with God; or, as I think it ſhould rather 
| ber render'd, of God; that is, they were all together 
fellow labourers whom God employ'd-and made uſe af: 
and of the Corinthians who were Chriſtians, he ſpeaks as 
of God's husbandry, and God's building. Upon this latter 
compariſon he dilates in the following verſes, *Tis com- 
mon in the Epiſtles to repreſent Chriſtians as an houſe, a 
building, a temple, an habitation ; and the like we may 
obſerve in this place. Naw ſais the &poſtle in the forè- 
going _yerſe, According to the grace of Go which is given 
unto me, as a wiſe maſter ler T have laid the founda- 
tion, and another buildeth therean, But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. Then follow the words 
of the text: For other foundation can yg man lay, than that 
is laid, which is 7 cd ; whigh Drake to be a kind 4 
of parentheſis, in which he ſuppoſes of takes it for grant- Iſl 8 
ed, that thoſe who oppoſed him among the Corinthians, 0 
_ preach'd Chriſt as a"foundUation, and pretended to build MW 
\ upon him, tho. they built not rightly; as he more plainly f 
intimates in ſome following verſes of the chapter. : 
_ NOW when the apoſtle ſais, Other foundation can no ti 
mln lay, than that is laid; "which 'is Feſus Chriſt, his tl 
meaning ſeems to be this: ©that- he did not ſuppoſe . 
any one vrho pretended to be a Chriſtian teacher or in- I # 
.* F#rufter would alter the foundation laid among them, or 41 
mattempt to ſet up any other perſon inſtead of Chriſt, He | fo 
- took it for granted that the perſon who oppoſed him, m 
and had wound in himſelf among them, did fo far I th 
230 upon the ſame foot he had done, that he made no I V 
change in the only foundation, which is Jeſus Chriſt. C 
IN ſpeaking to the words, I Will! 
'Firft, CONSIDER how Chriſt is ſaid to be laid as a 0 
Rn” ᷣ ——TT.. Og 5 
Secendiy, SEW you that he is the only good founda- th 
tion that can be laid, and that tis unreaſonable to ſup- 


poſe men ſhould attempt to lay any other. 
5 e Firſt, 
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Firft, I AM to conſider how Chriſt is ſaid to be laid 
Aas A foundation. o e L 
I. THERE is a ſenſe in which the laying Chriſt as a 
foundation 3 to God himſelf; and accordinghy, 
is it attributed to him in the holy Scriptures, Jai. xxviii. 5 
16. Therefore thus ſaith:the Lord God, Behold, I lay im 
Sion for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, à precious 
corner tone, à ſure foundation : he that believeth ſhall nat 
make bafte. The apoſties have cited this paſſage, and ap- 
plied it to Chriſt, 1 Pet. ii. 6. Rom, ix. 33. And when 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of this matter, Pſal. cxviii. 23. he 
ſais; This is the Lord's doing, it is marvellous in ut 
r e ni e , 0 . 5 
” WHEN. we ſpeak of a foundation laid in this ſenſe, - 1 
we have a regard to Chriſt conſider'd as the great giſt 
of God, and appointed by him to be the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of men, as God has ſet him forth to be a pro- 
pitiation for our ſins, and conſtituted him the only foun- 
dation upon which we are to build our hopes of pardon, 
acceptance, and eternal ſalvation. But tho this is, a 
great truth, and will afterwards fall in as an evidence 
of what I ſhall inſiſt upon; yet I don't believe tis 
wat is here directly and chiefly intended. And there- 


2. 1 THINK St. Paal ſpeaks of Chriſt as a founda- - 
„tion laid by himſelf, in his preaching him as ſuch. In 
the foregoing verſe the apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf as ha- Y 
ving laid a foundation. I have, ſais he, as a wiſe maſter 3 
builder laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon: 
and accordingly in the text is he to be underſtood, Other EE” 
foundation can no man ¶ that is, no Chriſtian preacher oer 
miniſter ] lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chrift;, + 
that is, no one can lay any other foundation than that 
which I have already laid in my preaching, which is 

Chriſt. When we ſpeak of Chriſt laid as a foundation 

in the former ſenſe, we conſider him as to his perſon 

and ſufferings; but here, when the apoſtle ſpeaks of his 
= own laying Chriſt as a foundation, tis evident he refers 

to the doctrine he taught concerning him. Now this 
the apoſtle preach'd as the foundation: that is, 
1. AS that which is abſolutely neceſſary for per- 
ſons to know and: believe. And it ſeems evident to i] . 
| | that 
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that there muſt be ſome doctrinal principles that muſt 
be fundamental in Chriſtianity, and eſſentially neceſſary 
to be believed. Chriſtianity is to be conlider'd as a re- 
ligion; and if there are not ſome things belonging to it 
that are fundamental and eſſential, how cim it be diſtin-⸗ 
guiſh'd from any other religion in the world? Every 
religion muſt have its peculiar form, and be founded upon 
ſome proper maxims or principles. If you conſider na- 
tural religion, the foundation of it is the belief of a God, 
who is the proper object of our worſhip, and who re- 
wards his worſhipers: He that cometh to God, muſt 
believe that he it, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek. him, Hebr. xi. 6. And whatever re- 
ligion pretends to have revelation for its original, muſt 
of neceſſity pretend ſome peculiar tenets, whereby tis 
render'd different from any other religion. Thus the 
Jewiſh religion muſt ſuppoſe: this foundation, that God 
ſpake by. Moſes, and gave the law by him: and ſo in like 
manner mult there be ſome foundation of Chriſtianity, 
whereby it muſt be eſſentially diſtinguiſh'd from every 
other religion in the world. Now tis plain, that the 
doctrine concerning Chriſt is ſuch a foundation. Aman 
cannot be a Chriſtian, that does not believe the great 
things which we are taught by revelation concerning 
him; ſach as that he is the Meſſiah or the Chriſt, the 
anointed of God, whom he has commiſſion'd and ap- 
pointed to be the iuſtructer, teacher, and Saviour of the 
world; that he is the Son of God, whom by conſequence. 
we are to hear, whoſe doctrine we are to believe, and 
whoſe commands we are to obey, And not only are 
we to believe this general account of him, but likewiſe 
the particular things which are related concerning him, 
and the way and manner in which he accompliſhes our |} ce 
ſalvation, even by his death and ſufferings, that he was be 
deliver'd for our offences, and died for our fins, &c. Thus Ina 
St. Paul lets us know, that this was the ſum of his ca. 
reaching, it being what he very much inſiſted on as ab- N. 
olutely neceſſary to be known and underſtood by all, I fer 
1 Cor. i. 23. But we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews Nie 
a ſtumbling block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs. And N ce 
Chap. ii. 2. I determin'd not to know any thing among you | Wi 
[ made profeſſion of no other ſcience or learning, bat 
what is compriſed in this one thing] but Jeſus Chrift, I wo 
and him crucified. | | 
| | „ - 


| Cor. ni M. 
AND the very notion of a foundation plainly carries 
this in it, that it is ſomewhat abſolutely neceſſary. You 
may as well ſuppoſe that a houſe can be built without a 
foundation, as you can ſuppoſe that a perſon can be a 
Chriſtian without the knowledge of Chriſt, without 


believing him to be the Saviour of the world. 
2. As this is abſolutely neceſſary, ſo here men muſt 
begin. There are many things neceſſary in a building; 
with which nevertheleſs men do not begin. A houſe 
can no more be without a roof, than without a founda- 
tion; but yet the foundation is laid firſt of all, and the 
roof at laſt. And thus when St. Paul ſpeaks of his lay ing 
a foundation in his. preaching, and tells us that founda- 
tion is Jeſus Chriſt; tis evident he muſt. be underſtood 
to ſpeak of the firſt principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, / 
with which he endeavour'd to acquaint men. Inall arts 
and ſciences there are ſome things neceſſary to be pecu- 
larly inculcated at firſt, when a perſon enters upon 
the learning them: and fo 'tis with reference to Chri- 
ſtianity. And therefore, as the apoſtles in their preach- 
ing made it their buſineſs firſt to .inſtru&t men in the 
doctrine of Chriſt, to preach him as the Meſſiah, the 
Saviour of the world, who died for their ſins, and roſe 
again from the dead; ſo you ſee they inſiſt upon the be- 
lief of this with thoſe whom they received into the 
church of Chriſt, putting it to them, whether they be- 
lieved that Jeſus was the Chriſt, the Son of God, or not. 
Hence the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 
vi. 1. ſpeaks of the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, - 
which he likewiſe calls the foundation. e 
z. AS Chriſt is repreſented as the foundation, ſo it is 
ſuppos'd that all the other doctrines which Chriſtians re- 
ceive, are to he built as a ſuperſtructure upon him. The 
believing that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, will 
naturally infer the belief of all that doctrine which he 
came into the world to reveal and make known to men. 
Nor can men, when they are convinced of this, be in- 
ſenſible of his authority, or of the reaſonableneſs of their 
yielding a ready obedience to all his commands and pre- 
cepts. So that nothing is more proper than to 1 
with the doctrine concerning Chriſt, and to lay that 
down, as St. Paul did, as the foundation upon which he 
would after ward build in his preaching. To this — 
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poſe he diſcourſes in ſome verſes which follow the text: 


Now zf any man, that is, any miniſter or preacher of 
bs foundation, namely Chrift, 


the Goſpel, build upon t 


gola, filver, precious ſtones, wood, hay, ftubble + every 


portance; they might build upon this foundation ſuch þ 
things as would not endure the trial, and be of any ſer: 
vice, however they might not prove ruinons and de- 


mas work Mall be made manifeſt. ' For the day ſhall de. 


clare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fre; and the fire 


Dall try every man's work of what fort it is. I any man's 


work abide which he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a 
reward: If. any man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer 


loſs but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved; yet ſo as by fire, Where 


he plainly ſappoſes, that while men kept to this fonn- 
dation, they might miſtake in ſome things of leſſer im: 


ſtructive to them. Tis a plain caſe, that a wide diffe- 
rence ought to be made between what is, and what is 


not fundamental in our holy religion; and a miſtake in 


-- 


4 


drawing a conſequence from a revealed truth is nothing 
near fo criminal, as the making that a fundamental which 
God has not made ſo, Where men have not an expreſs 


and plain reyelation, they ſhould be very cautious in 


their aſſertions. Tis very poſſible they may be buil- 
ding only wood, hay, ana-ftubble upon the foundation, 


vhen they imagine they 


courſe, which is to ſhew that asChriſt is t 


re building upon it gold, ſilver, 
and coftly tone. eee 
Secondly, I COME now to the e my dif. 
| 15 the foundation; 

ſo he is the only one; and that no man can lay any o- 
ther. When the apoſtle ſais, no man can lay any o- 


ther foundation, he is not to be underſtood abſolately to 


deny the poſſibility of any man's attempting to lay any 
other foundation. We ſee this is falſe in fact: Mahomet 
attempted to lay another foundation, and this has been 
done many times in the world. But we muſt under. 
tand him as intending either that no man can lay any 
other good foundation; or elſe, which | rather incline 
to, that no man, that is, no ſuch man as he is ſpeaking 
of, no one who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and pretends 


to de a miniſter of the Goſpel, can be thought to intend 
to lay any other foundation than Chriſt: it muſt be 
thought, that as he profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian migiſter, 
be goes upon the ſuppoſition of Chriſt's being the only 


| foundation, 
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to mention or preach any other? or who cin have afſu- 
rance enaugh t e ſucceſs, if they are built 
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2. NO man that pretends to be a Chriſtian miniſter 
can atternpt to lay another foundation without the moſt 
- Notorious inconſiſtency, He that profeſſes himſelf a 

Chriſtian, thereby 'profeſſes himſelf to be built upon 

Chrift as his foundation: and would it not be great ab- 
ſurdity and folly for a man to recommend to others in 
His preaching a different foundation from that, upon 
which he declares. he chooſes to build himſelf ? Tis not 
to be thought that men Will purpoſely expoſe themſelves; 
and yet, Where the abſurdity is ſo groſs and palpable as 
in the preſent caſe, they muſt needs ſee his will be the 
cConſequence, and therefore 'tis pot Efe imagine they 
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can fake ſuch a foofifh courſe, ' - 017 bot 1 0 WP 
3. NO preacher can lay any other foundation in his © 
preaching, becauſe he cannot with any face produce any 
tolerable evidence and aſfurance of the goodneſs and 1 
fufficiency of any other foundation. The reaſon 'why I 
am to pay a regard to Chriſt ''as the foundation of my : 
faith, is becauſe the fighs' and Miracles which were Il * 
- Wrought by him, and the other concurringe;teſtimonies 
that a Saturn him, fully evidence that he was 2 
teacher fent of God, ſuch af one as cannot deceive and 0 
impoſe upon me. He is therefore, as he is called, ( 
fure foundation, upon whoſe word I may infallibly depend, 0 


But is this true concerning any other, whom men can 
pretend to ſubſtitute in his room? The church of Nom 
indeed pretends to be infallible in her dictates: but the { 
pretence is ſhameful; and nothing is clearer than the 

conſutation of her pretendediinfallibility by the multitude C 
and grofſheſs of her errors. Nay, ſince they themſelves fe 
own Chriſt as the foundation, 1 e to derive theit Il 
infallibility from him, we may fafely reje& their autho Wl 7 
rity, which tends plainly enough to overthrow the foun- el 
dation they pretend to build upon; and fince he is own d 
dn both ſides to be infallible, we may ſafely diſown the b 
| 198 and infallibility of a church that contradicts I f! 
' NOR are there any men in the world ſo wiſe ot t. 
good, as that we can ſafely depend upon their judgment © 
or teſtimony, and make them our foundation. They 
are ſeverally, and together in a body or council, liable} , 


to err, and if we depend upon them may lead us wrong . 
as well as right, Upon Chriſt therefore alone are we ti '* 


reli 


| reſt as our f und adation,. and 0 386, min rs 
115 Funda NM in air 22 7 8 BY hs OF: 
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15 Wal 15 Ve fiid, ade ſhall briefly, an- 


the 1 0 hen ation, and. dare 
other, ſince e Author 95 1 pi 10 oh DION 
Chap. vi. 1. 155 lo expreſly o ed e 

works, and faith ane God, as a cor hp 
are not miniſters t pres ich theſe? 


evi. 
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in a ſenſe, . but not. = the fame ſenſe MEE Chriſt is 
called a foundation, They 4782 foundation, as, they 
are duties made abſolutely ang, 7% a 115 beate 

to ſalvatiqn ; and ſo in that reſpect may be à ground of 
hope and comfort to us. But if they were a foundatio 
in The ſame {coſe Chriſt is, they muſt not only be necel 
fry, but muſt be — 

this is not true, gur 1 and faith at beſt being 
ſo defective, as 0 d pard teen | 1 the realon ww 

they are accept 


bo us 1 e 10 be then ar not, 8 
riſt is, the primar es ons t themſelyes r 
ae built pon Chriſt as na foundation in t 
enſe. ee 

2. IT y be. objected, How can, St. Paul gent, of 
n Chriſt. 1 255 only foundation, when 0 


SS. KrAZ 


e, elſewhere bim 
el ſelf _- the apaſtles and prophets e foundation? 4-44 


it il. 20. And does not Chriſt him F. peak of Peter » a 


Ml churc 1 
1 1 ANSWER, This does not. "interfere. with. atiſt's 
he being repreſented as the only founda ion, becauſe the 


a; apoſtles-and prophets were not a foundation nes 


but as Chriſt by them declared and deliver'd his doarine: 


or they were not any farther a foundation or a rule for 
m ethers than as Chriſt ſake by them. When he did not, 

ey tbe chief apoſtle might be miſtaken, and might be with- 
die! 560 to the face, as you know-he was, Gal. ii. 11. And 
ng therefore this really confirms it, that Chriſt is the only 


to Hanqarion that can be laid; 95 which purpoſe alſo we 


w : 2 may 
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1. IT may be Gid; 155 ig bt Peres 18 


"1 ANSWER, Theſe may be called a foun on 


Or their, own ſake : whereas - 


e mediat our | 
Chriſt, the p promiſe of e theſe Ra Jobs | 


0 rock, , that, is a foundation, u 4 which he would d * 
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2 8. EN NON 


men obſerve kow st. Paul expreſſes himſelf in the place 
4860 'd, Eph. ii, 20. 770 are huilt 1 47 the foundation 
of f the * les and pr Jeſus Chraft hinſelf being 
Sod chief ee ee chin therefort is himſelf the 
great er up upon mide the whole building reſts: 
the-apoſtles 17585 2 foundation only as uſed. and im. 
9227185 him in building his Church. And thus was 

that place f Peter ect by vera. of the 
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I SH AL L conclude with three belehnte on has 

hath been Kid. 9 9 14 1.4 

1. IF Chriſt is the böty⸗ Fouddftion tit can be laid, 
hel muſt it be your duty to adhere, to him as fach; 
Jou are to look upon yourſelves as the diſciples and ſer: 
vants of one maſter, even of Chriſt, and you are not 
to be the ſervants of men. Chriſt alone has the domi. 
nion over your faith. His word you are to receive, 
believe, and obey with all readineſs of mind; but to 
the words of any men —— earth you are not ob- 
lig'd to yield any ſuch ſubſection ry regard. Since 

ifffpiration has ceaſed, and Chrift ſpeaks infallibly to 
us only in his word, tis there you are to expect to 
hear him, and know whit he ſais. But as to men, you 
are to look upon your ſelves as ſtanding in this ca ale on 
equal terms with them: they and you are both to ſtu⸗ | 
dy the revelation which Chriſt has. left to the. world; 
you are to uſe your” faculties as well as they theirs l 
The natural conſequences-of what he has deliver'd, ſol x 
far as you ſee them to be ſuch, you muſt, and, if vou 
believe him, you cannot but receive. But you are not It 
to take doctrines from men upon a truſt to their judg : il 


ments, The word of Chriſt is to dwell richly in you;W 3 
and you are daily to ſearch the e and try your f 7: 
rp in divine matters by them, dt gk 0 
| 


* Thus Terwllian : Is ipſo added erſtructa eſt, id 4 eſt, per joſun 5 
E he church was built upon him, that is, by Lim. De pudicitia, WF 1 
cap. 21. Thus again the author of the ſermon, De fide Petri apoſ- b 
oli, which is the xlvii. of thoſe printed with St. Ambroſe; Peta * 
dicitur, eo quod primus in nationibus fidei fundamenta poſuerit 
Je is therefore called a rock, becauſe he firſt laid the PIO. Ml 
the | pots faith among the Gentiles. ” 15 | 

| | 2. 1 
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2. IF Chriſt is the only foundation which can be 
laid, then let all your hope and confidence toward 
God be built and eſtabliſhed upon him; and do yon 


look for the mercy of God only . his account, and 


for his fake. The'Scripture has paſſed a ſeyere doom 
upon thoſe who do not believe in him, and who neg- 
lect his mediation. And miſerable indeed muſt the caſe 
be of all who have had the means of knowing him af- 


Wforded them, and yet at laſt ſhall be found in the num- 
ber of unbelievers: How dreadful muſt it be for us 
Ito appear, as we all ſhortly muſt, before an almighty, 


tremendous, and provoked God, without having any 


art in the only mediator! Can we imagine a guilty 


wretch will be able to lift up his face before the God 
who made him, and whoſe laws he has broken, when 
he can't have this Saviour to appear for him, and to 
be his advocate in judgment? will not his caſe be moſt 
doleful, when he muſt ſtand before' Chrift as his judge; 
and behold him the moſt tender but injur'd friend, 
turn'd to an angry, ſevere, and terrible enemy? We 
can never have confidence in the great day, unleſs our 
hope is fixed on this mediator ; nor can we, while we 
live in the world, have any tolerable ground for confi- 
dence with reference to that day, when ever we think 
of it, but as we are built upon this foundation. How 
is it that we can go to God, or offer up any of our 
ſervices to him, ſo as that they ſhall be acceptable, 


but only thro Jeſus Chriſt ? What other name can we 


plead for any of the bleſſings and benefits we'ask of 
God? This foundation is laid by God in Son, in order 
to our believing on him, Iſa. xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 6, and 
if we are a ſpiritual houſe, we muſt be built upon him, 
1 Pet, ii. 5. In him muſt we be builded, for an habita- 


tion of God thro the Spirit, Eph. ii. 22. Let it be feri. 


ouſly confider'd, that now God has laid this precious, 
corner-ſtone, this foundation in Sion, if men neglect to 


build upon him, he will prove a ftone of tumbling, and 


a rock of offence to them, 1 Pet. ii. 8. and as they ſtum- 
ble and fall on this ſtone, they ſhall be broken; but 
hereafter it will fall on them, to grind them to powder, 
as our Saviour ſpeaks, Matth. xxi. 44. that is, he will 
utterly deſtroy them: they ſhall be cruſhed by _ 
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t foundation upon which we — * uilt: and gare ful 
e * eh ng WR entkrtsig ot leaſt wagt 
5017 2 h 12 leave hero to Cay ation. OL a Kane an er, 
for, which . take to be very inj 7 dig * Apen 
to this Mediator, who is t . af gi 
hope toward God; and that is the o ni. of, Se 11 
and Sabel;us, Which allows not lly.ro our Saviour 
ach 1 1 eps oi the h 1 re 1 5 they; 1 0 

e the pre 55 v. of preme Go wit! 

ran Oh Gelb they! in ele & deny any vital union of 
uman ech that . 1 ag which the Scripture 
giyes us an por 8 ey ſeem to me really to 
make the, WORD that was in the beginning Mud 
God, and was God, by whom God made all things, to 
be only a mere name, and to allow. him no being all, 
And is not this highly injurious to our Redeemer What 

is this but to deny that Jeſus Chriſt is come in th 
fleſh? and what à ſtrange notion muſt we then have of 
this foundation which God has laid in Sow ? __ - 

BUT tho by) are not in our cenſures to bear haf 
upon men who Ikeda and ſo honeſtly miſt ake; 
yet let us, m hed Bam hren, endeavour to entertain high 
and e thoughts of this our glorious Redeemer, M. - 
conceiving of him according to what the Scriptures re. 
preſent him to be, the beloved of the Father, who hadi 

lory with him belore the world was, the perſon. by whom 
be made the worlds, the brightness of his glory, and 
1 expreſs image of his . 2 whom all things wer 


Creatth 


4 


. 


on 1 Cor 331 - JF 


el zl Ge WIA 4 e 
be viſible or 1 whether 705 be rden, or domi- 


int, or alities, ar -- and: for wham al 
1 5 e . 5 wh how all 5777 F, a 


perſon who was in the form 9 
_ took ae him the » of 4 a Fe became 0 


. Let us raiſe 
on pod ws of (rome — 7 ande 


more admire his condeſcendin Ting 0 80 in ſuhmittin 
ro nale part with ur in o, hood and td die 


now raiſed again, and exalted to the hi glory and 
bonour, and is at the right hand of Sch ani inter: 


ceſſion for us in the virtue of his death. An ny 7 _ = 5 
y ſatistie 


thus conſider him, we ſhall be the more ea 
of the reaſonableneſs of our hope in him; we ſhall be 
the more ſenſible of the ſtability and iminoveableneſs of 
that foundation upon which alf our hopes are eftabliſh- 


ed for time and for eternity; and foto * . | 
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